continused to worship Him, Her husband perse-
cuted her but just like Prahalada she came out
unscathed out of the ordeal. In one of her songs
Meera says, "The Rana sent a cup of poison; Meera
drank it and laughed". She received initiation
from Saint Raidas. Emperor Akbar himself
came to her in disguise in 1568 along with poet
Tansen to hear her devotional songs. He offered
a diamond necklace to adorn the idol of Krishna.
Meera went to Brindavan in 1590 and there she
was honoured by saints. Then she went to Dwar-
aka and spent her days singing the glory of Krishna
in the company of devotees until Lord Krishna
took her away to his celestial abode. Meera's devo-
tional songs have a thrilling effect on listeners.
D: Sir, were there not saints at this period in South

India?

P: Saints like Thiagaraua in Tamil Nadu, Puran-
dharadas, Kanagadas and V^ayadas in Kar-
nataka sang devotional songs set to music and led
the people along the path of Bhakti.

SRI RAGHAVENDRA SWAMI -il624- 1671)
This famous Madhva saint belongs to the 17th
century. He has his tomb in Manthralaya on the
banks of the Tungabhadra- He had to his credit
23 works on Dvaita philosophy and commentaries
on philosophical works ofVedas. His saintliness
was recognised by Sir Thomas Mimro who was
sent to Manthralaya to enquire about the endow-
ment of the village. It was proposed by the East
India Company to take the village back. The
village was endowed by a Muslim governor of
Adoni. The Madras District Gazetteer reprinted
in 1916 says thus: "Sri Eaghavendra Swami
emerged from his Samadhi (Brmdavan) in his